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Interested Reader:

Due to high public interest on the Ruby Mountains Oil and GasLeasing Availability Analysis
Project, the Forest Service (Mountain City, Ruby Mountains, JarbidgeRangerDistrict) is
offering an additional comment period to submit andresubmit commentsto ensurethat the
public’s comments areheardand considered.

The Forest Service is analyzing the impacts of making available for leaseapproximately 54,000

acresof National Forest System(NFS) land in the Ruby Mountains portion of the District. If
madeavailable, theselands may be proposedfor oil and gasleasing by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in a future BLM leasesale.TheForest is conducting this analysisbecause

we received a requestfrom the BLM asking that we provide leasing concurrenceon these
speci■clands. Enclosed is a map illustrating the location of the proposedlands. More detailed
map(s) and a legal description of the lands areavailable upon requestto the District of■ce.This
leasing analysis is an administrative decision and doesnot authorize any ground disturbance. If
lands aremade available for leasingby the Forest Serviceand leasedthrough a future BLM lease

sale,detailed environmental analysiswould be conductedfor any ground—disturbingproposal
.

submittedby afuturelessee.

This letter servesasan additional public commentperiod asprovided for under the Forest
Service’s administrative review regulations at 36 CFR 218.5. This project is not authorized under

theHealthyForestsRestorationAct (HFRA);howeverit is subjectto thePre—decisional
Administrative Review Processunder 36 CFR §218 Subparts(A) and (B).

The lands are locatednorth of ShermanCreek and south of Lamoille Creek within the Ruby
Mountains, Elko County, Nevada. Theselands arewithin areascoveredby the 1986Humboldt
Land and ResourceManagementPlan (LRMP), and all aredesignatedasopento leasing.

This Project proposal is being analyzedin an environmental assessment(EA) asrequired by the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Forest Servicepolicy. To aid the Forest Service
with the environmental analysis,we areacceptingany input, recommendationsand concernsyou

may have with this proposal. The NevadaBureau of Land Management,Nevada Department of
Wildlife, and Elko County are cooperatingagencieson this project.

As part of the analysis, the Forest Servicewill decide if all or a portion of theseNFS lands are
available or arenot available for leasing.For any landsmadeavailable, the Forest Service would

needto identify reasonableandnecessarystipulations that would be attachedto the leasefor a
given legal description to avoid or minimize impacts to resourcessuchaswildlife, soils,

watersheds,roadlessareacharacteristicsand cultural resources.Stipulations arewritten to
conform to the approvedland useplans governing Forest Servicemanagementof resourcesin

the areato be,leased,and consistentwith laws, regulations,policies, rules, and orders.
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Interested Reader

Writtencommentsmustbesubmittedto JoshNicholes,ActingDistrict Ranger,at 660South
12th Street, Suite 108, Elko, Nevada 89801; or you may hand-deliver your comments during

normal businesshours from 8:00 am. to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, excluding federal
holidays, to the aboveaddress.

Email commentsmust be submitted in a format suchasan email message,plain text (.txt), rich

text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to comments-intermtn-humboldt-toiyabe-mtncity@fs.fed.us.
Pleaseput “Ruby Oil and Gas” into the subject line.

Electronic commentscan also be submittedusing the project webpageat:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52443.To submit commentsusing the web form,
select “Comment/Obj ect on Project” under “Get Connected” on the right panel of the project’s
webpage.

In caseswhere no identi■ablename is attachedto a comment,a veri■cation of identity will be
required for objection eligibility. If using an electronic message,a scannedsignature is oneway
to provide veri■cation.

The opportunity to comment endson April 23, 2018. Thosewishing to comment should not rely

upon datesor time frame information provided by any other source.Only those who submit -
timely and speci■cwritten cements regarding the proposedproject during a public comment
period establishedby the responsibleof■cial areeligible to ■le an objection under 36 CFR §2l 8.

Commentsreceivedin responseto this solicitation,includingnamesandaddressesof thosewho
comment, will be consideredpart of the public record-for this Project and will be available for
public inspection and will be releasedif requestedunder the Freedomof Information Act.

For more information on this projectpleasecontact JoshNicholes, Acting District Ranger,at
(775) 778-6109. Project information can alsobe found on the project webpageat:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52443.

Sincerely,

JOSHUANICHOLES
Acting District Ranger

Enclosure: Map of Analysis Area
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